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Dear Senator Jeffords,

I write to express my strong support for United States accession
to the Law ¢f the Sea Convention. It has been the consistcent,
longstanding position of the Navy that accession to the Convention
will benefit the United States by advancing our national security
interests and ensuring continued U.S. leadership in the development
and interpretation of the law of the gea. '

The Law of the Sea Convention helps assure access to the largest
Taneuver space on the planet - the sea - under authcorizy of widely
recognized and accepted law and not the threat of force. The
Conventicn protects military mobility by codifving favorable transir
rights that support our ability to operate around the globe, anytime,
anywhere, allowing the Navy to project power where and when needed.
The Convention also provides important safegquards for protecting the
marine environment while preserving operational freedoms.

Although the Convention was drafted ovar 20 vears ago, the
Convention supports U.S. efforts in the war on terrorism by providing
impcrtant stability and codifying navigational and overflight
freedoms, while leaving unaffected intelligence collecticn act-ivities.
Future threats will likely emerge in places and in ways that are not
vet known. For these and other as yet unknown operational challences,
we rust be able to take maximum advantage of the established
navigational rights codified in the Law of the Sea Convent-ion to get
us to the fight rapidly. The diversity of chailenges to our natioral
security compined with a more dynamic force structure makes strategic
mobility more impertant than ever. The oceans are fundamencal to that
maneuverability and, by joining the Convention, we further ensure the
freedom to get to the fighr, twenty-four hours a day and savern days a
week, without a permission slip.

I appreciate your continued strong support of the Law of the Sea
Convention and the Navy.

Admiral, U.S. Navy

The Honorable James M. Jeffords
Committee on Environmen:t and Public Works
United States Senate
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